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“Sovereignty, glory and kingly power were given him,
so that all peoples and nations of every language should serve him”



The Reader Missionary Studentship Association

Ob jective

We are a Registered Charity No. 1049012, Our objective has always been to provide grants to help Readers who
are training for the priesthood and who intend to serve the Anglican Church overseas. There are now church and
educational grants available in this country for ordination training which did not exist when we were founded in
1904, so we now make grants almost exclusively to Readers m less affluent lands. It 13 not permitted to make
grants to ordained clergy. It 1s safe to say that without this help most of them could not study simply because of
the poverty of their Dioceses. Our grants are paid to assist individual Readers on the recommendation of their
Bishops and College principals as far afield as Africa, Burma, India, Papua New (fuinea and the West Indies.

Foundation

In 1904 the Readers Refresher Course met at St. Augustine's College Canterbury, which was then a missionary
training college. The Warden then was Dr J.O.F.Murray who was a staunch supporter of Readers and their
work, both then and for many years after as Master of Selwyn College Cambridge. Inspired by his work and
example, the Readers at that course decided, as a mark of their gratitude to him, to establish a “studentship’ to
enable a Reader to be trained for ordination in order to serve in what was then known as the "mission field".

As may be imagined, the money was raised only after great eftforts. There were disappointments 1n the selection
of candidates who were expected to serve overseas tor 10 vears while health permitted and it was not until 1910
that the first candidate, Ernest Davies, was ordained.

The Refresher Course moved with Dr Murray to Selwyn College Cambridge where it has remained until now.
The Rt Reverend George Sinker former CMS mussionary in Kandy, Ceylon from 1921 who became Bishop of
Nagpur 1949-54 and Provost of Birmingham cathedral until he retired, became President of RMSA. He died in
1986 and was succeeded as our President in 1989 by the Reverend Professor Owen Chadwick OM, then Master
of Selwyn, who has been a great friend and supporter of RMSA over the years.

Men have been ordained tor service in over 50 Dioceses. They have served in various parts of North, Central
and South America; in many dioceses of the West Indies; in many African dioceses from Sudan to Swaziland;
mn Australia; the East Indies and in India itself Some of our men have trained in England; many more in the
Colleges used by their own churches; this usually means long journeys and often arduous travel to other
countries.

Constitution

The earliest Constitution was revised in 1947 when grants were available for ordinands in this country and it
remained unchanged until 1995.

The Charities Act 1992 required RMSA to be registered in order to reclaim mcome tax. We discovered that we
could not shelter under the umbrella of Central Readers Board or the Central Board of Finance. So we had to
register independently. A visit to the Charity Commission to understand the requirements and careful drafting to
meet them allowed us to put a revised Constitution to the Annual Meeting in 1995, Our main objective is the
advancement of education by the provision of grants to assist with the tramning of Licensed Readers for
ordination in the church overseas. The form of the Constitution was dictated by the Commission and certain
clauses may not be changed without their consent.
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Income

Our income comes trom a numbhber of sources. Firetly Tioresan R eaders Roardsin this conmntry aften donatethe.
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offerings at their annual admussion services, then Parochial Church Counals, grateful for the v oluntar\ S€
Personal gifts are given by Readers and their Christian friends, frequently with Gift Aid so as to recover t
to further our work Sometimes gifts are sent to mark an anniversary or in thanksgiving upon the death of
Reader.

The Early years

Emest Davies an Australian from Perth who studied at St. Augustine's Canterbury between 1904-8 went «
Dogura (Papua) New Guinea as a lay worker since a long vacancy i See delayed his ordination. When a
Bishop was appointed and was prepared to ordain him he had discovered how much he was needed m his
sphere. It was said of him that he was too humble He served in the Hon. Artillery Company in France du
the war and was wounded and later commussioned, only to lose his life on 9th September 1918.

In 1910 our second student William Clarkson, previously a Church Army captain, was ordained to serve |
Grand Falls Newfoundland. In 1915 another was ordamed to New Westminster in Canada. A year later F
Tilt went from studying at Selwyn College Cambridge with the Cambridge Mission to Delli where he ser
for 6 years.

Another young man Frank Kelly went with a pronuse of ordination to Guatemala where the death of the t
left him no time to study. He was made deacon in 1913 by the new bishop who not having the funds to he
to priesthood appealed to RMSA for help. A special gift was raised so that a grant could be given to an or
man. He became Archdeacon of Central America.

An Oxfordshire man, William Cracknell, went to study in Newfoundland and was ordained in 1914 for s¢
in that country. An Australian from Kalgoorlie named Rolph was ordained in Mauritius and became
Archdeacon.

During the Great War Canada was developing westwards and there was much immigration from the Brit
Isles as the great wheatlands of Alberta etc were brought under cultivation. The Canadian National Railw
establishing its lines across the prairies and the Rockies into British Columbia along a more northerly rou
that of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

There was so much concern in this country about the spiritual welfare of these pioneers that several men-
out to ditferent parts of Canada. One church, St John the Divine Kennington, sponsored one of its own
whose marblemason father did much of the work on St Pauls cathedral reredos, to go out as a lay worker
the men living and working along two hundred miles of railway on the west side of the rockies. Samuel

Pollinger spent the war years at college in Vancouver and with our help was ordained in 1917. He becam:
Archdeacon and then Bishop of Cariboo in 1942,

A lay missioner in Accra came to Warminster and was ordained to a curacy in Gretna whence he was sec
to Gold Coast for two years. A Wakefleld student. John Firth, whose study was interrupted by war servic
went as deacon to British Guiana in 1920 and Phulip Browning, a teacher in Chichester, who was ordaine
1923, went to Rerak Malasia in 1926.

Alfred Hatch, our first Reader at Codrington College Barbados was ordained in 1923 to serve in Hondura

clerk from the Colonial Secretary's office in Belize, Albert Usher, came to Canterbury and was ordained i
as a travelling mussionary also m Honduras.
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